
8th Grade Summer Reading 2022!
(7th entering 8th Honors English)

All Honors Elyria Middle School Students are expected to read one book of your
choice over the summer as your Summer 2022 reading assignment. The list
below offers examples of the quality text expected of your selected book.

Please come to class in August with the approoriate text completely read and be ready to
discuss, write, and analyze. Be sure to brine your book on the first day of school.

While reading, please think of THEME, CONFLICT, LITERARY ELEMENTS, MOTIFS,
CHARACTERIZATION, and PLOT. These are items you will address when you start school.

7th to 8th Honors English: List of example books

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai

What It's About? Before she was the youngest Nobel Peace Prize winner, Malala
Yousafzai was a young Pashtun girl who loved to learn in her hometown of Pakistan's
Swat Valley. Although her mother was illiterate, Malala grew up in a girls' school run by
her father. A curious, precocious learner who firmly believed in a girl's God-given right to
learn, Malala was considered a blasphemous troublemaker by the Taliban, and in 2012
she was shot by a Taliban gunman. She survived and refused to be silenced.

Undertow by Michael Buckley

What It's About: Coney Island native Lyric Walker has a family secret: She's part
"Sirena. " So when 30, 000 Alpha, a five-nation race (Sirena being among them) of
beautiful but violent humanoid sea warriors, land on her beach, she knows this means
trouble. Lyric's New York City beach town turns into a mititarized zone with the Alpha on
one side and humans on another. Then Lyric is asked to give Fathom, the gorgeous and
militant Alpha prince, reading lessons, and sparks fly. Which side will she choose?

The Hobbit bv J. R. R. Tolkien

Bilbo Baggins, a simple Hobbit, never asked for adventure. It literally came knocking on
his door- 13 dwarves (Tolkien's spelling with the \"v\") and Gandalf the wizard show up
to tea to hire Bilbo as a thief in their quest to reclaim a hoard of treasure. It's stashed far
away and guarded by a fierce dragon, Smaug. Bilbo will have to cross the Misty
Mountains - troll and goblin country -- and the untamed wilds of Mirkwood, where
straying from the path can be deadly. In exchange, he gets an even share of the
treasure and quite a story to tell. But is one little hobbit really up for such a big
adventure?



Words in the Dust by Trent Reedy

Words in the Dust is the story of Zulaikha, a thirteen-year-old Afghan girl with a cleft lip.
She spends her days cleaning, cooking, running errands, and caring for her younger
brothers. Her father's second wife, Malehkah, is constantly impatient with her no matter
how hard she works. Nearly every day, Malehkah reminds Zulaikha that it will be hard to
find a husband for her because of her facial deformity.

Peak by Roland Smith

After fourteen-year-old Peak Marcello is arrested for scaling a New York City
skyscraper, he's left with two choices: wither away in Juvenile Detention or go live with
his long-lost father, who runs a climbing company in Thailand. But Peak quickly learns
that his father's renewed interest in him has strings attached. Big strings. As owner of
Peak Expeditions, he wants his son to be the youngest person to reach the Everest
summit-and his motives are selfish at best. Even so, for a climbing addict like Peak,
tackling Everest is the challenge of a lifetime. But it's also one that could cost him his
life.

Sart to Sea by Ruta Sepetys

Ruta Sepetys' historical novel SALT TO THE SEA follows four young adults harboring
deep secrets. Their fates intertwine the winter of 1945 on the German ship the Wilhelm
Gustloff, filled five times over capacity with mostly civilians as it attempts to flee the
advancing Red Army on the Baltic Sea. Aryan-looking Lithuanian nurse Joana is around
21 and leads a motley group of refugees on foot; Polish 15-year-old Emilia only wants to
stay away from the prying eyes of predatory soldiers; Prussian 19-year-old Florian is an
art student and forger with a dangerous mission; and Alfred is the outlier, a young
German soldier working on the Wilhelm Gustloff. After Florian saves Emilia's life, the
two encounter Joana's group, and through a series of close calls and desperate
situations they end up traveling together, protecting one another, and hoping the
Wilhelm Gustloffwill save them from the evils of the Russian Army, whose cruelty
rivaled that of the Nazis.

House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer

Set in the near future, when a narco-state called Opium separates the U. S. and what
used to be Mexico, THE HOUSE OF THE SCORPION follows Matteo Alacran as he
grows up in the household of his \"benefactor, \" the drug kingpin known as El Patron.
Nearly everyone hates Matteo because he is a clone, harvested from the DNA of El
Patron, but there are a few individuals - a bodyguard, a cook, the daughter of a U. S.
senator - who treat him kindly. Over time, Matteo begins to understand how El Patron
runs his business and the terrible toll it takes on anyone who tries to escape into the
U.S. With that understanding comes a realization of his true status within El Patron's



severely dysfunctional family, and Matteo must decide how to escape the fate planned
for him.

The Thief (MWT) by Megan Whalen Turner

As THE THIEF begins, Eugenides is taken from his prison cell and embarks on a
reluctant journey in search of an invaluable treasure known as Hamiathe's Gift. A stone
dipped in the Waters of Immortality, the Gift conveys the right to rule the four kingdoms
to whichever king or queen it is given. The Magus of Sounis wants Gen to retrieve it
from an underwater temple, since he has boasted that he "can steal anything." If Gen
can't, it's back to prison or an even harsher fate.

The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater

As November nears, the fierce water horses surge out of the sea onto the beach at
Thisby. Tourists flock to the island as the locals try to capture and train the dangerous
capaill uisce (water horses) for the Scorpio Races. Four-time champion Sean Kendrick
lives to ride his stallion and knows well how deadly the races are, but this year he has
even more than his life at stake. Puck Connolly lost her parents to the capaill uisce a
year earlier. Afraid of losing her older brother to the mainland and her family home to
the lender, she signs up to race on her own mare. As the first woman ever to enter,
she's met with hostility - until she forges an unlikely friendship with her rival, Sean.

Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell

A morning bus ride changes everything for Park Sheridan. He's minding his own
business until a new girl - a crazily dressed redhead with a scowl - gets on and has
nowhere to sit. Fearing the worst for her, he angrily swears at Eleanor to sit next to him,
and despite the six inches of space she leaves between them, it's the start of something
really special. Park is a sensitive half-Korean guy whose parents are still in love with
each other, while Eleanor is an intelligent but often ridiculed girl from a poor, broken
family. But every day, Eleanor and Park's seating arrangement leads to silently reading
comics together, then talking about music, and eventually sharing a deep and abiding
friendship that becomes an unforgettable first love.

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Death himself narrates the story of Liesel, a German girl left with foster parents just
before the outbreak of World War II. Along the way to her new home with her younger
brother, he dies; after the funeral, Liesel steals The Gravedigger's Handbook, though
she cannot yet read. It's only the first of what will become a series of book thefts. As she
settles in with her harsh but caring foster mother, Rosa, and kind foster father, Hans,
Liesel gets to know her poor neighborhood and learns to read. Her obsession with
books grows as the war closes in, rationing is put in place, air raids begin, and Hans



hides a Jewish man in the basement. Through it all, Death travels the Earth, taking in
more and more souls every day.


